JOURNALISM, BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND MEDICAL HISTORY

medical journals were founded, some of general scope, others
devoted to a special branch of medicine. In an interesting paper
on British periodicals of medicine, W. R. Le Fanu has given a
list of 712 periodicals which were published between 1684 an<i
iSgg.1 By 1938 the complete list for the years 1684 to 1938 had
swollen to 1362, of which only 110 were surviving. F. H. Garrison
states in his Introduction to the History of Medicine, yd ed., 1924,
p. 807, that in 1913 there were 1,654 current medical periodicals
in all languages. Of these 630 were American, 461 German,
268 French, 152 British, 75 Italian, and 29 Spanish. In 1925
1,927 periodicals were being supplied to the reading room of the
Surgeon-General's library at Washington.

American Medical Journals

The first medical as well as the first scientific periodical to
be published in America was a quarterly, the Medical Repository,
which appeared in New York in 1797, and continued to flourish
until i824,2 although some accord priority to Mercurio Volante,
which appeared in Mexico City in I773-3 The early years of the
nineteenth century produced a crop of American medical journals,
eleven in all, only one of which lasted for more than a decade,
and the majority for only a few years. The one exception was
The New England Medical Review and Journal, founded in 1812,
which became in 1827 the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,
and still exists under the name, New England Journal of Medicine.

In 1820, under the strong editorship of Nathaniel Chapman,
said to be the most popular American physician of his time,
there was launched the Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and
Physical Sciences, which changed its name in 1827 to American
Journal of Medical Sciences, and which still continues its long career.
The first specialized journal to appear was the American Journal
of Obstetrics, 1868 (since 1920 the American Journal of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology) ; it was followed by others, including Annals
of Surgery, 1885.
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